




•Provide practical and helpful tools that build capacity
⚬ Prioritize "scenarios" and "projections" over "predictions"
⚬ Help understand interconnections between indicators
⚬ Assist in the identification, gathering, and inventorying of data
⚬ Model the system with geographic flexibility
⚬ Technical support, but for data and analytics

•Model development
⚬ Demographic projections, Geo-spatial supply chain analysis, Regional delineation, etc.
⚬ Control and flexibility through custom programming

RAnLab is a part the Harris Centre at Memorial University that supports 
evidence-based policies for regional development through capacity building 
initiatives and regional economic and spatial analytics.



Learn more: www.ranlab.ca

RAnLab is a part the Harris Centre at Memorial University that supports evidence-
based policies for regional development through capacity building initiatives and 
regional economic and spatial analytics.
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• What isn't available can be just as important 

as what is, especially for rural areas

• Local gaps reduce effectiveness and 

responsiveness of policies, and can make it 

difficult to define challenges
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1710013901




‘Uncertainty-based’ migration 
model assesses recent change!

Spread of lines = Uncertainty of past 
migration data

• Test impact of trends vs. local lived 
experience

• Every municipality and region has 
a different story

©2025 Regional Analytics Lab
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• Housing Needs Research Group established by NLHC

⚬ Members: NL Statistics Agency, Municipal and Provincial 
Affairs, CMHC, Municipalities NL, etc.

• Identified need for systematic HNA process (cost effective & 
consistent methodologies)

• RAnLab & NLHC partnership

Housing Needs Research Project



• Comprehensive data model
⚬ Systematic—aligns with federal HNA template

⚬ Flexible—built for customization (community input)

⚬ Long-term approach

• Housing needs assessment reports
⚬ Guided by federal template

⚬ Data tables, written responses, projections

⚬ Gaps and issues addressed through 

engagement sessions



• Data standards are important

⚬ Consistent methodologies and datasets enable comparisons of places

⚬ E.g. CSA R113:22, Indicators for Rural Community Well-being, Services, and Quality of Life

⚬ Especially challenging in rural areas due to data availability and quality concerns

• Federal HNA template is a standard for housing data

⚬ Practical and efficient—this standard has policy implications (i.e. funding program requirements)

￭ Required for the Housing Accelerator fund, Canada Community-Building Fund, and “Future federal 

infrastructure funding applicants...”

￭ Updates required at least every five years

⚬ Housing information intertwined with the labour market



• Up-to-date Statistics Canada data

⚬ Unlike reports (such as Big Data: Big Ideas and Housing Needs Assessments), 

the data portal uses current data and will continuously update with new releases

• New user registration open

⚬ Secure logins are now available by request: www.ranlab.ca/data-portal

• Flexible and ongoing development

⚬ Roll-out of new features ongoing. Suggestions? Let’s talk!
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