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Funding to support volunteer firefighter training



Training expenses and funding

“There are no course registration fees to attend this training school. However, meals, 
travel, course textbooks and accommodations are the responsibility of the candidate. 
Firefighters attending must bring Personal Protective Equipment (bunker gear and 
appropriate ensemble) for themselves and a self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA), where applicable, if they have a spare SCBA available.”

   Re: Annual Fire and Emergency Services Training School 
   Memo from FES, 7 Feb 2025    
“Requests for financial assistance for operating grants or training for fire departments 
will not be considered under this program.”
   Firefighting equipment program, FES 

Funding for training is the responsibility of the fire department, 
and therefore, the municipality.



Fire departments in NL

• In 2022, FES estimated that there were 450 career firefighters in NL, 
and 5900 volunteer firefighters. 

• According to the 2015 Report on the Operational Readiness of 
Municipal Fire Protection Services, there are:

• 2 career fire departments (Corner Brook and St. John’s) 

• 6 combination (Conception Bay South, Grand Falls-Windsor, 
Gander, Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Labrador City, and Stephenville)

• 266 volunteer fire departments. 



Estimated annual cost of training
• At an estimated cost of $1500 per firefighter for training, that means:

 

• Municipalities with volunteer fire departments are therefore theoretically 
responsible, on average, to ensure that $35,808 is available annually for 
firefighter training. NOTE: Appendix B outlines budgeted amounts for fire 
protection among a select group of municipalities.

• The total package of funding available to support municipalities for all their 
training needs is now at approximately $800,000.

Type of firefighter Estimated number of fire 
fighters

Total Cost (@1500 per 
firefighter)

Career 450 $675,000

Volunteer 5900 $8,850,000

Total 6350 $9,525,000



$225,000
annual volunteer 

firefighting 
training fund



Firefighter outreach work

• Supported by the Department of Justice and Public Safety 

   (and the 2024 Budget)

• Partnership of MNL, NLAFS, PMA

• Data collection at regional meetings 

• Firefighters survey, Sept-Oct 2024 (n= 263)



Profile of firefighters as per survey work

• Predominantly volunteers who also work full-time

• Seasoned firefighters with decades of experience

• Leaders



Work Status (n=262)

Working full time Working part-time Rotational worker Seasonal worker Retired Not specified



Position in Fire Department (n=262)

Fire Captain/Lieutenant Fire Chief Firefigher Other
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Length of time as firefighter (n=262)
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Adequacy of training (n=262)
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Satisfaction with firefighting equipment (n=262)
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Training areas requiring more emphasis (n=263)
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Factors that would improve retention(n=263)
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Perception of climate change impacts on firefighting (n=263)
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Perception of preparedness for emerging fire risks (n=263)



Made possible through 
funding from the 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ 
Green Municipal Fund and the 

Government of Canada



Questions?
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