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Budgetary requests

• Increasing funding to support municipal fire departments and 
municipal training.
• Addressing lost municipal revenue because of outdated Taxation of 

Utilities and Cable Television Companies Act.
• Supporting larger municipalities (7 without access to MOGS) to access 

increased funding under the Multi-year Capital Works program. 
• Discussing options for revenue sharing. 



Increased funding for municipal fire 
departments



• Fire departments access special assistance funding for Response 
Outside Municipal Boundary (Department of Justice and Public 
Safety). 
• The rate available for reimbursement under this policy has remained 

at $350/three hours (50$ every additional hour) since 2015. The 
policy has not been updated since 2018.
• The cost to respond to incidents outside of municipal boundaries has 

increased and the need to respond has also increased.
• Budget allocations available for this special assistance remain 

unchanged ($241,000), while funding for fire protection vehicles and 
equipment has fluctuated (Figure 1)

Increased funding for municipal fire 
departments
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Figure 1: Support for fire departments (2007-2024)

Grants and subsidies Fire protection vehicles and equipment

Source: Main estimates, Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, 2007-2024



Private Member’s Resolution (March 15, 2023)

• Urging government to explore innovative solutions and best practices 
that will further support our volunteer firefighters
• Notice of motion–Conway Ottenheimer, H.
• Amendment—Moved Howell, K. : insertion after government “to work with 

communities and the Newfoundland and Labrador Association of fire 
services” (carried)
• Motion carried. 

Source: Hansard.



Funding request: municipal fire departments

• Increase rate for special assistance funding for Response Outside 
Municipal Boundary to $350/hr to a maximum of $1500.
• Increase grants and subsidies budget by $400,000 in 2024-25 to: 
• Enable increased special assistance rate for municipal fire departments and 

support their response to incidents, particularly MVAs on highways 
($340,000)
• Support $60,000 for NLAFS/MNL outreach to fire departments on non-

traditional roles and budgetary pressures
• Increase grants and subsidies budget by $340,000 in 2025-26 to account for 

increased costs for fire departments to respond to non-traditional calls. 



Increased funding for municipal training



• Municipal staff and councils are increasingly expected to take on more 
training (mandatory and otherwise).
• Training is essential for well run municipalities. 
• The cost of attending training has increased but funding available to 

municipalities to support training has not. 
• Matched training fund ($1000 per municipality) has not increased in well over a 

decade. 
• Rates to support attendance at MNL/PMA events have not increased in well over a 

decade. 
• Budget estimates under the Special Assistance Grant (MAPA) have not 

increased since 2018-19 ($2.014 million) and are below allocations in early 
2000s (Figure 2).

Increased funding for municipal training
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Figure 2: Special Assistance Grant - estimates and revised (2003-2024)

Estimates Revised

Source: Main estimates, Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, 2003-2024



Municipal training costs, Cow Head example

Corner Brook Gander St. John’s

Return mileage 
(@0.5351/km)

$177.65 $447.34 $531.94

Accommodations (2 
nights @ $139/night)

$278 $278 $278

Per diem (2 days @ 
$52.44/day)

$104.89 $104.89 $104.89

Total (rounded) $560 $830 $915

* Does not include registration costs



Funding request: municipal training

• Double training amount available to municipalities to $2000; remove 
matching requirement. 
• Increase special assistance grant funding by $412,500 going forward 

to account for increased training costs for municipalities.



Addressing lost municipal revenue



Addressing lost municipal revenue

• The Taxation of Utilities and Cable Television Companies Act is 
outdated. 
• It does not account or provide provisions for Internet and data. 
• Because telecommunications companies have increasingly shifted to 

Internet-based services, gross revenues available to municipalities for 
taxation under this act have decreased. 



Figure 3: Lost revenue from utilities taxation - telecommunications 
(n=43)

Yes No Not Applicable

Source: MNL/PMA survey to PMA members, 2024



Request: Lost revenue from utilities taxation

• Commit to reviewing The Taxation of Utilities and Cable Television 
Companies Act with the lens of lost revenue for municipalities 
because of definitional/service provision outdatedness. 



Other requests

• Supporting larger municipalities (7 without access to MOGS) to access 
increased funding under the Multi-year Capital Works program. 
• Discussing options for revenue sharing. 



Thank you!
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