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• Overview of process
• Application process

• Improvements

• Municipalities specifically
• Section 201

• Municipal Leasing Policy

• Municipal Crown Lands Reserve

• Section 36

• Questions
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Overview
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✓ Crown Lands matter to everyone:
➢ Economic growth

➢ Resident enjoyment and recreation

➢ Environmental and social sustainability – protecting resources 
for future generations

➢ Revenue generation
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Crown Lands = Resource
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• Crown Lands are administered and controlled  by the 
Minister of Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture for the social 
and economic benefit of the residents of Newfoundland and 
Labrador (Lands Act)

• There is no list or mapping inventory available that identifies 
all of the Crown lands in the province 

• It is an applicant’s responsibility to complete the research to 
determine if the land you want to apply for is available 
Crown land and is not privately owned

Crown Lands

Did You Know? 

88% of the 40.57 

million hectares of 

land in 

Newfoundland and 

Labrador is Crown 

land including some 

of the seabed and 

beds of freshwater 

lakes
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Applying For Crown Lands
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Applying For Crown Lands
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Applying For Crown Lands
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• Due Diligence

• Legal Land Transaction – heightened responsibility of 
government to ensure usability

Review/Application Process

Did you know?

The Crown Lands 

Division receives 

approximately 3,000 
applications per 

year.
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Review/Application Process

Title IssuanceConditions to be Met

Decision
Collection of 

Responses

Refer to 

Government/Non-

Government Agencies

Register and Plot
Email/Deliver 

Application with PoP

Payment of Fee Online 

or Central Cash
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• Modernize

• Electronic Processes

• Digitization

• Efficiencies

• Communication and Continuous Improvement

Improvements
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Municipalities
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• Property Acquisition (S.201) 

• A council may acquire and hold real and personal property which is not 
necessary for the operations of the council with prior written approval of 
the minister. 

• Criteria Considered:

• Purpose/need for the property

• Information such as are the lots serviced; will the Town carry liability 
insurance on the land, and how has the Town ensured that the purposes 
for which the land will be used or disposed of do not violate Section 221 of 
the Municipalities Act, 1999,  which prohibits towns from competing with 
the private sector, including land developers?

Municipalities Act, 1999
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• Sale of Property Valued at $500 or more (S.201.2) 

• Additional requirements around notification and advertising

• Approval from the Minister is also required

• Process:

• Requests to be sent directly to the Minister of Municipal and Provincial 
Affairs

Municipalities Act, 1999
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• Economic development purposes 

• Regular application process

• Decision to be made after approval

• Market Value

• 3 options:

• Lease-to-own for a set term (10 years maximum), with varying annual 
payments to be negotiated

• Lease-to-own for a set term (10 years maximum), at 50% now / 50% later

• Lease-to-own for a set term (10 years maximum), with payments deferred

Municipal Leasing Policy
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• At the request of a municipality a reserve can be created

• 5 years

• Only applications that can be accepted are those from the municipality

• Prefer an application accompany the request

• Area of land (map)

• Purpose

• Location of roads

• Confirmation the municipality will accept ownership

Municipal Crown Lands Reserves
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Section 36
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36. (1) Notwithstanding a law or practice to the contrary, no period of possession of Crown lands after December 31, 1976 , counts 

for the purpose of conferring upon a person an interest in the lands so possessed unless the period is permitted to count as against the 

Crown for the constitution of that interest under or by virtue of an Act of the province, or as a condition of a grant, lease, licence or other 

document validly made or issued by or on behalf of the Crown under that Act.

(2) The period of possession of Crown lands prior to January 1, 1977, which would, by the application of the law 

pertaining to the acquisition of an interest in land based upon open, notorious and exclusive possession existing prior to the 

enactment of this section, have been necessary to confer upon a person an interest in that land is considered to be, and 

always to have been, 20 continuous years immediately prior to January 1, 1977.

…

(4) Where the Crown lands affected by this section contain 30 hectares or less, the minister may issue a grant, upon bei ng satisfied 

that     

 (a) a person has acquired an interest in Crown lands under subsection (2); and

 (b) the lands have been in continuous use for agricultural, business or residential purposes or for a purpose referred to in 

section 9 for a 20 year period immediately prior to January 1, 1977,

and the grant may be issued subject to those charges, exceptions or qualifications that the minister may decide.

Adverse Possession Abolished
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• All party support

• “Persons not qualifying under the bill 

will have to go through the normal 

procedure of making application in 

order to acquire Crown lands.”

• “Revolutionary change”

• “A good step forward”

• “End of an era”

• “Right and proper thing to end 

squatters rights”

• “Excellent”

• “Improvement”
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Process/Photo Examples

19661951 1977
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Process/Photo Examples

19661951 19771978
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• engageNL.ca

• Focus was Lands Act only

•  Support for change

• Under review 

Recent Consultation 
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• Valued relationship 

• Recognition of limitations

• Procedural

• Legislative/Regulatory

• Encourage open communication with Regional Offices

Take-Aways 
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• Consultation engageNL

• www.engagenl.ca

• Land Use Atlas

• https://www.gov.nl.ca/landuseatlas/details/

• Crown Lands Website

• https://www.gov.nl.ca/crownlands/ 

Web Links

http://www.engagenl.ca/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/landuseatlas/details/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/crownlands/
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